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Article 80.

Defendants Found Not Guilty by Reason of Insanity.

§ 15A‑1321.  Automatic civil commitment of defendants found not guilty by reason of 
insanity.

(a)	 When a defendant charged with a crime, wherein it is not alleged that the defendant 
inflicted or attempted to inflict serious physical injury or death, is found not guilty by reason of 
insanity by verdict or upon motion pursuant to G.S. 15A‑959(c), the presiding judge shall enter 
an order finding that the defendant has been found not guilty by reason of insanity of a crime and 
committing the defendant to a State 24‑hour facility designated pursuant to G.S. 122C‑252. The 
court order shall also grant custody of the defendant to a law enforcement officer who shall take 
the defendant directly to that facility. Proceedings thereafter are in accordance with Part 7 of 
Article 5 of Chapter 122C of the General Statutes.

(b)	 When a defendant charged with a crime, wherein it is alleged that the defendant 
inflicted or attempted to inflict serious physical injury or death, is found not guilty by reason of 
insanity, by verdict, or upon motion pursuant to G.S. 15A‑959(c), notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, the presiding judge shall enter an order finding that the defendant has been 
found not guilty by reason of insanity of a crime and committing the defendant to a Forensic 
Unit operated by the Department of Health and Human Services, where the defendant shall 
reside until the defendant's release in accordance with Chapter 122C of the General Statutes. The 
court order shall also grant custody of the defendant to a law enforcement officer who shall take 
the defendant directly to the facility. Proceedings not inconsistent with this section shall 
thereafter be in accordance with Part 7 of Article 5 of Chapter 122C of the General Statutes. 
(1977, c. 711, s. 1; 1983, c. 380, s. 3; 1985, c. 589, s. 10; 1987, c. 596, s. 6; 1991, c. 37, 
s. 1; 1998‑212, s. 12.35B(a).)

§ 15A‑1322.  Temporary restraint.
If the judge finds that there are reasonable grounds to believe that the defendant‑respondent 

is mentally ill, as defined in G.S. 122C‑3, and is dangerous to himself or others, and the judge 
determines upon appropriate findings of fact that it is appropriate to proceed under the provisions 
of this Article, he may order that the respondent be held under appropriate restraint pending 
proceedings under G.S. 15A‑1321. (1977, c. 711, s. 1; 1985, c. 589, s. 12.)

§§ 15A‑1323 through 15A‑1330.  Reserved for future codification purposes.


