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In the general public interest and safety, the safety of persons receiving instructions 1 

concerning or operating, using or traveling in aircraft, and of persons and property on the 2 

ground, and in the interest of aeronautical progress, the public officers of the State, counties 3 

and cities shall enforce the rules and regulations of the Civil Aeronautics Federal Aviation 4 

Administration." 5 

 6 

DIVISION OF AVIATION/ITRE FUNDS 7 
SECTION 34.21B.  From funds available to the Division of Aviation of the 8 

Department of Transportation, the Division may allocate the sum of one million dollars 9 

($1,000,000) in nonrecurring funds for the 2017-2018 fiscal year to the Institute for 10 

Transportation Research and Education at North Carolina State University to be used for 11 

analyzing Localized Unmanned Aircraft Systems Traffic Management Solutions. 12 

 13 

ANNUAL REPORT/PROGRESS OF PROJECTS IDENTIFIED IN PLANS FUNDED 14 

FROM BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN PLANNING GRANT FUNDS 15 
SECTION 34.22.  Article 2 of Chapter 136 of the General Statutes is amended by 16 

adding a new section to read: 17 

"§ 136-41.5.  Annual report on use of Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning Grant funds. 18 

The Division of Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation of the Department of Transportation 19 

shall submit an annual report by May 15 on the progress of projects identified in plans (i) 20 

submitted to the Division over the 10-year period prior to the report and (ii) funded from 21 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning Grant funds. The Division shall submit the report required by 22 

this section to the chairs of the House of Representatives Appropriations Committee on 23 

Transportation, the chairs of the Senate Appropriations Committee on the Department of 24 

Transportation, and the Fiscal Research Division of the General Assembly." 25 

 26 

RAIL DIVISION/FIVE-YEAR SPENDING PLAN FOR FRRCSI 27 
SECTION 34.23.  The Rail Division of the Department of Transportation shall 28 

develop a five-year spending plan for the funds in the Freight Rail & Rail Crossing Safety 29 

Improvement Fund within the Highway Fund. The Rail Division shall submit its five-year 30 

spending plan to the Joint Legislative Transportation Oversight Committee by December 1, 31 

2017. 32 

 33 

RAIL DIVISION/REPORT REQUIRED PRIOR TO ENTERING INTO CERTAIN 34 

CONTRACTS 35 
SECTION 34.24.(a)  In addition to any other requirements provided by State or 36 

federal law, the Rail Division of the Department of Transportation shall submit a report to the 37 

Joint Legislative Transportation Oversight Committee prior to entering into a contract with a 38 

duration of five or more years and requiring an estimated expenditure of State funds in an 39 

amount totaling or exceeding one million five hundred thousand dollars ($1,500,000). The 40 

report shall (i) identify the total cost of the proposed contract, (ii) identify the duration of the 41 

proposed contract, (iii) identify the other party or parties to the proposed contract, and (iv) 42 

identify any other terms of the proposed contract that are deemed relevant by the Rail Division. 43 

SECTION 34.24.(b)  This section is effective when it becomes law and applies to 44 

contracts entered into on or after that date. This section expires June 30, 2022. 45 

 46 

GLOBAL TRANSPARK/STRATEGIC PLAN AND MARKETING 47 
SECTION 34.26.(a)  Strategic Plan; Report. – By January 1, 2018, the Global 48 

TransPark Authority shall establish and implement a strategic plan for the Global TransPark. 49 

The Global TransPark Authority may use a portion of funds appropriated to it in this act to 50 

establish and implement the strategic plan required under this subsection. The Global 51 



General Assembly Of North Carolina Session 2017 

Page 384 Senate Bill 257 S257-PCCS55079-MLxfr-2 [v.11] 

TransPark Authority shall submit a report to the Joint Legislative Transportation Oversight 1 

Committee by January 15, 2018, detailing the strategic report established and implemented as 2 

required by this subsection. 3 

SECTION 34.26.(b)  Marketing. – The Global TransPark Authority shall utilize 4 

and contract with an outside vendor to provide marketing services for the Global TransPark. 5 

The Global TransPark Authority shall identify and contract with an outside vendor in 6 

accordance with this subsection by February 1, 2018. The Global TransPark Authority shall 7 

submit a report to the Joint Legislative Transportation Oversight Committee by February 15, 8 

2018, providing details as to the contract entered into in accordance with this subsection, 9 

including an identification of the outside vendor and the total cost of the contract to the State. 10 

SECTION 34.26.(c)  Web Site. – The Communications Office of the Department of 11 

Transportation shall manage the Web site for the Global TransPark, including providing regular 12 

updates on the Web site as to, at a minimum, (i) achievements of the Global TransPark, (ii) 13 

business opportunities available at the Global TransPark, and (iii) events held at the Global 14 

TransPark. 15 

 16 

NORTH CAROLINA STATE PORTS AUTHORITY/FUNDS FOR DEBT SERVICE 17 

AND CAPITAL PROJECTS 18 
SECTION 34.27.(a)  G.S. 136-176 reads as rewritten: 19 

"§ 136-176.  Creation, revenue sources, and purpose of North Carolina Highway Trust 20 

Fund. 21 
… 22 

(b) Funds Except as otherwise provided in this section, funds in the Trust Fund are 23 

annually appropriated to the Department of Transportation to be allocated and used as provided 24 

in this subsection. A sum, in the amount appropriated by law, may be used each fiscal year by 25 

the Department for expenses to administer the Trust Fund. Operation and project development 26 

costs of the North Carolina Turnpike Authority are eligible administrative expenses under this 27 

subsection. Any funds allocated to the Authority pursuant to this subsection shall be repaid by 28 

the Authority from its toll revenue as soon as possible, subject to any restrictions included in 29 

the agreements entered into by the Authority in connection with the issuance of the Authority's 30 

revenue bonds. Beginning one year after the Authority begins collecting tolls on a completed 31 

Turnpike Project, interest shall accrue on any unpaid balance owed to the Highway Trust Fund 32 

at a rate equal to the State Treasurer's average annual yield on its investment of Highway Trust 33 

Fund funds pursuant to G.S. 147-6.1. Interest earned on the unpaid balance shall be deposited 34 

in the Highway Trust Fund upon repayment. The sum up to the amount anticipated to be 35 

necessary to meet the State matching funds requirements to receive federal-aid highway trust 36 

funds for the next fiscal year may be set aside for that purpose. The rest of the funds in the 37 

Trust Fund shall be allocated and used as specified in G.S. 136-189.11. 38 

The Department must administer funds allocated under this section in a manner that ensures 39 

that sufficient funds are available to make the debt service payments on bonds issued under the 40 

State Highway Bond Act of 1996 as they become due. 41 

… 42 

(b3) Funds appropriated to the North Carolina State Ports Authority from the Highway 43 

Trust Fund may only be used (i) to pay debt service or related financing costs and expenses on 44 

revenue bonds or notes issued by the State Ports Authority and (ii) for capital projects. An 45 

appropriation to the State Ports Authority from the Highway Trust Fund constitutes an 46 

agreement by the State to pay the funds appropriated to the State Ports Authority within the 47 

meaning of G.S. 159-81(4). Notwithstanding the foregoing, it is the intention of the General 48 

Assembly that the appropriation of funds to the State Ports Authority, the enactment of this 49 

subsection, and the issuance of bonds or notes by the State Ports Authority in reliance thereon 50 

shall not in any manner constitute a pledge of the faith and credit and taxing power of the State, 51 


