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Chapter 18B.

Regulation of Alcoholic Beverages.

Article 1.

General Provisions.

§ 18B‑100. Purpose of Chapter.
This Chapter is intended to establish a uniform system of control over the sale, purchase,

transportation, manufacture, consumption, and possession of alcoholic beverages in North
Carolina, and to provide procedures to insure the proper administration of the ABC laws under a
uniform system throughout the State. This Chapter shall be liberally construed to the end that the
sale, purchase, transportation, manufacture, consumption, and possession of alcoholic beverages
shall be prohibited except as authorized in this Chapter. If any provision of this Chapter, or its
application to any person or circumstance, is determined by a court or other authority of
competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such provision shall be stricken and the
remaining provisions shall be construed in accordance with the intent of the General Assembly to
further limit rather than expand commerce in alcoholic beverages, and with respect to malt
beverages, unfortified wine, and fortified wine, the remaining provisions shall be construed to
enhance strict regulatory control over taxation, distribution, and sale of alcoholic beverages
through the three‑tier regulatory system and the franchise laws imposed by this Chapter.

Except as provided in this Chapter, local ordinances establishing different rules on the
manufacture, sale, purchase, transportation, possession, consumption, or other use of alcoholic
beverages, or requiring additional permits or fees, are prohibited. (1937, c. 49, s. 1; 1971, c. 872,
s. 1; 1981, c. 412, s. 2; 2019‑18, s. 1.)


