§ 15A-832.1. Responsibilities of judicial officials.

(a) In issuing a pleading as provided in G.S. 15A-921, for any misdemeanor offense
against the person based on testimony or evidence from a complaining witness rather than from a
law enforcement officer, a judicial official shall record the defendant's name and the victim's
name, address, and telephone number electronically or on a form separate from the pleading and
developed by the Administrative Office of the Courts for the purpose of recording that
information, unless the victim refuses to disclose any or all of the information, in which case the
judicial official shall so indicate.

(b) A judicial official issuing a pleading for any misdemeanor offense against the person
based on testimony or evidence from a complaining witness rather than from a law enforcement
officer shall deliver the court's copy of the warrant and the victim-identifying information to the
office of the clerk of superior court by the close of the next business day. Within 72 hours, the
office of the clerk of superior court shall forward to the district attorney's office a copy of the
victim-identifying information set forth in subsection (a) of this section. The clerk shall maintain
the clerk's copy of the form as a confidential record.

(©) The judge, in any court proceeding subject to this Article, shall inquire as to whether
the victim is present and wishes to be heard. If the victim is present and wishes to be heard, the
court shall grant the victim an opportunity to be reasonably heard. The right to be reasonably
heard may be exercised, at the victim's discretion, through an oral statement, submission of a
written statement, or submission of an audio or video statement.

(d) A judge notified by the clerk of court that a victim has filed a motion alleging a
violation of the rights provided in this Article shall review the motion. The judge involved in the
criminal proceeding that gave rise to the rights in question may, on the judge's own motion, recuse
himself or herself if justice requires it and report the recusal to the Administrative Office of the
Courts. The judge, or a judge appointed by the Administrative Office of the Courts in the event of
recusal, shall dispose of the motion or set the motion for hearing as required by G.S. 15A-834.5.

(e) The court shall make every effort to provide a secure waiting area during court
proceedings that does not place the victim in close proximity to the defendant or the defendant's
family. (2001-433, s. 4;2001-487, s. 120; 2019-216, s. 6; 2022-47, s. 16(n); 2022-73, 5. 9.)
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