Article 29D.
Religious Activity and Cultural Expression.

§ 115C-407.30. Student rights to engage in prayer and religious activity.
(a) A student shall be permitted to voluntarily do any of the following:
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Pray, either silently or audibly and alone or with other students, to the same
extent and under the same circumstances as a student is permitted to vocally or
silently reflect, meditate, or speak on nonreligious matters alone or with other
students in public schools.

Express religious viewpoints in a public school to the same extent and under
the same circumstances as a student is permitted to express viewpoints on
nonreligious topics or subjects in the school.

Speak to and attempt to share religious viewpoints with other students in a
public school to the same extent and under the same circumstances as a
student is permitted to speak to and attempt to share nonreligious viewpoints
with other students.

Possess or distribute religious literature in a public school, subject to
reasonable time, place, and manner restrictions, to the same extent and under
the same circumstances as a student is permitted to possess or distribute
literature on nonreligious topics or subjects in the school.

Organize prayer groups, religious clubs, "see you at the pole" gatherings, or
other religious gatherings before, during, and after school to the same extent
that students are permitted to organize other noncurricular student activities
and groups. Religious groups shall be given the same access to school
facilities for assembling as is given to other noncurricular groups without
discrimination based on the religious content of the students' expression. If
student groups that meet for nonreligious activities are permitted to advertise
or announce meetings of the groups, the school district shall not discriminate
against groups that meet for prayer or other religious speech. A local board of
education and local school administrative unit may disclaim school
sponsorship of noncurricular groups and events in a manner that neither favors
nor disfavors groups that meet to engage in prayer or religious speech.
Express beliefs about religion in homework, artwork, and other written or oral
assignments free from discrimination based on the religious content of the
submission. Homework and classroom assignments shall be judged by
ordinary academic standards of substance and relevance and against other
legitimate pedagogical concerns identified by the local board of education. A
student shall not be penalized or rewarded based on the religious content of the
student's work.

(b) A student may be prohibited from engaging in the actions provided in subsection (a)
of this section if the actions of the student would do any of the following:

(1

2)
3)
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Infringe on the rights of the school to (i) maintain order and discipline, (ii)
prevent disruption of the educational process, and (iii) determine educational
curriculum and assignments.

Harass other persons or coerce other students to participate in the activity.
Otherwise infringe on the rights of other persons. (2014-13,s. 1.)
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