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AN ACT TO CREATE A SYSTEM FOR COMMENDING MEMBERS OF THE STATE 1 

HIGHWAY PATROL WHO DISTINGUISH THEMSELVES MERITORIOUSLY IN 2 

THE PERFORMANCE OF OFFICIAL DUTIES. 3 

 4 

WHEREAS, the members of the State Highway Patrol, in the performance of their 5 

official duties, must expose themselves to personal danger for the protection of the citizens of 6 

this State and the traveling public in general; and 7 

WHEREAS, in order to enhance the morale and esprit de corps of members and 8 

encourage and motivate members to maintain high professional standards in official activities: 9 

Now, therefore, 10 

 11 

The General Assembly of North Carolina do enact: 12 

 13 

Section 1.  Article 4 of Chapter 20, as the same appears in the 1965 Replacement 14 

Volume 1C of the General Statutes, is hereby amended by adding a new Section to be 15 

designated G.S. 20-187.1 to read as follows: 16 

"G.S. 20-187.1.  (a) The Patrol Commander shall appoint an awards committee consisting of 17 

one Troop Commander, one Troop Executive Officer, one District Sergeant, one Corporal, two 18 

Troopers and one member of Patrol Headquarters Staff. All committee members shall serve for 19 

a term of one year. The member from Patrol Headquarters Staff shall serve as secretary to the 20 

committee and shall vote only in case of ties. The committee shall meet at such times and 21 

places designated by the Patrol Commander. 22 

"(b) Awards to be granted under the provisions of this Act shall consist of the following: 23 

(1) NORTH CAROLINA STATE HIGHWAY PATROL AWARD OF 24 

HONOR. The North Carolina State Highway Patrol Award of Honor is 25 

awarded in the name of the people of North Carolina and by the Governor to 26 

a person who, while a member of the North Carolina State Highway Patrol, 27 

distinguishes himself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of 28 

personal safety and beyond the call of duty while engaged in the 29 

preservation of life and property. The deed performed must have been one of 30 

personal bravery and self-sacrifice so conspicuous as to clearly distinguish 31 

the individual above his colleagues and must have involved risk of life. 32 

Incontestable proof of the performance of the service will be required and 33 

each recommendation for the award of this decoration will be considered on 34 

the standard of extraordinary merit. 35 

(2) NORTH CAROLINA STATE HIGHWAY PATROL AWARD FOR 36 

VALOR. The North Carolina State Highway Patrol Award for Valor is 37 

awarded in the name of the people of North Carolina and by the 38 

Commissioner of Motor Vehicles to a person who, while a member of the 39 

North Carolina State Highway Patrol, distinguishes himself by heroic and 40 

laudable achievement or service reflecting professional skill, personal valor, 41 

and steadfast devotion to duty in keeping with the highest ideals and 42 

traditions of the North Carolina State Highway Patrol. 43 



(3) NORTH CAROLINA STATE HIGHWAY PATROL AWARD OF MERIT. 1 

The North Carolina State Highway Patrol Award of Merit is awarded in the 2 

name of the people of North Carolina and by the Commanding Officer of the 3 

Highway Patrol to a person in recognition of and as a reward for 4 

exceptionally meritorious service and outstanding ability displayed while 5 

performing the duties of the Highway Patrol as defined by this Chapter. 6 

(4) NORTH CAROLINA STATE HIGHWAY PATROL AWARD FOR 7 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE. The North Carolina State Highway Patrol 8 

Award for Distinguished Service is awarded in the name of the people of 9 

North Carolina and by the Commanding Officer of the Highway Patrol to a 10 

person in recognition of and as a reward for extraordinary and outstanding 11 

meritorious acts, achievements or services, or for honorable and above 12 

satisfactory service for a period of not less than two years, while a member 13 

of the North Carolina State Highway Patrol. 14 

"(c) Recipients of the awards hereinabove provided for will be entitled to receive a 15 

framed certificate of the award and an insignia designed to be worn as a part of the State 16 

Highway Patrol uniform. 17 

"(d) The awards committee shall review and investigate all reports of outstanding service 18 

and shall make recommendations to the Patrol Commander with respect thereto. The committee 19 

shall consider members of the Patrol for the awards created by this Section when properly 20 

recommended by any individual having personal knowledge of an act, achievement or service 21 

believed to warrant the award of a decoration. No recommendation shall be made except by 22 

majority vote of all members of the committee. All recommendations of the committee shall be 23 

in writing and shall be forwarded to the Patrol Commander. 24 

"(e) Upon receipt of a recommendation of the committee, the Patrol Commander shall 25 

inquire into the facts of the matter and shall reduce his recommendation to writing. The Patrol 26 

Commander shall forward his recommendation, together with the recommendation of the 27 

committee, to the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles. The Commissioner shall have final 28 

authority to approve or disapprove recommendations affecting the issuance of all awards except 29 

the Award of Honor. All recommendations for the Award of Honor shall be forwarded to the 30 

Governor for final approval or disapproval. 31 

"(f) The Patrol Commander shall, with the approval of the Commissioner, establish all 32 

necessary rules and regulations to fully implement the provisions of this Act and such rules and 33 

regulations shall include, but shall not be limited to, the following: 34 

(1) Announcement of Awards 35 

(2) Presentation of Awards 36 

(3) Recording of Awards 37 

(4) Replacement of Awards 38 

(5) Authority to wear Award Insignias." 39 

Sec. 2.  All laws and clauses of laws in conflict with this Act are hereby repealed. 40 

Sec. 3.  This Act shall become effective upon its ratification. 41 

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 6th day of July, 1967. 42 


